MARIPOSA MUSEUM
&

H ISTORY C ENTER

Discover the California Gold Rush,
Yosemite Valley, Native American,
and early Mariposa County History!
Over 100 Exhibits
“THE BEST LITTLE MUSEUM
OF ITS SIZE
WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI”
~ S MITHSONIAN I NSTITUTE

Open 7 Days a Week Year Round

Admission: $5.00
Children 12 and under free with adult.
First Responders and active military free with I.D.

View our Treasures
Visit the Daulton Room,
where you will
discover gold from how it was
formed in the Sierra Nevada,
to how it was mined during
the California
Gold Rush. On
display is a typical
one-room miner’s cabin
alongside the more
comfortable furnishings of the
West’s most famous explorer,
John C. Fremont. View the
oldest continually operated courthouse in the
West (est. 1854), and many other exhibits that
represent the life and times of the California
Gold Rush period.
The Yosemite Valley Railroad
Exhibit contains a diorama
depicting the Yosemite Valley
Railroad at El Portal Station
and the logging incline near El
Portal. If the full length of the
incline depicted in the diorama were built to
scale, it would be 90 feet long and reach a
height of 38 feet above the floor.

Outside Exhibits
View our mining exhibits
outside where you’ll see
equipment that was used
for hard-rock and placer
mining. The museum
offers gold-panning lessons by appointment.
Our 5-Stamp Mill is one of the few stamp mills in
California gold country
that is still operational. It
is frequently run for group
tours.
The Original Gazette Building is on the museum
grounds. Originally a pre-Civil
War temperance hall, the
Gazette Building housed the
Mariposa Gazette newspaper
for more than 70 years. The
original press and print shop are
displayed and are operational.
The Counts House was home to
two consecutive
county treasurers, the
Counts House is
displayed with original
19th century artifacts
and furnishings.

The Mariposa Museum & History Center was
founded in 1957. It is administered by the Mariposa
Museum and History Center, Inc., a
non-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation.

Miwuk Heritage & Culture

Amongst the Native Plant Garden on the museum
grounds, visit the Umacha, a
traditional Miwuk Native American dwelling. Next
to the Umacha are grinding holes that were used
to grind acorns for food.
The Miwuk exhibit contains
a large collection of baskets,
artifacts, and images that

represent local Miwuk
heritage and culture.

The Southern Sierra Miwuk
once inhabited much of the
area now known as
Mariposa County.

